
Year 10 Curriculum Forecast, 2020 / 2021 Academic Year 

 

Subject 
Principle 2020 / 2021 

Learning Objectives 
Autumn Term Topics  Spring Term Topics  Summer Term Topics  

Art & Design This year students will be 
following the Edexcel GCSE 
syllabus, studying and analysing 
different influential artists and 
preparing work for inclusion in 

their final personal portfolios. The 
main topic of study this year will 
be The Natural Form, including 
plants, trees, water, animals, 
birds, rocks, butterflies and 
people. 
Students will be expected to take 
far more responsibility for 
independent study in KS4 as this 
will be key to their success at the 
end of year 11. 

 

 Combining the use of natural 
objects and materials. 

 The selection, study and 
comment on the practice of 3 
different artists from a 

suggested list. 

 An in depth look at different 
influential designers, and 
crafts people. 

 A look at both primary and 
secondary source material to 
enable students to develop 
new ideas in an experimental 
and confident manner. 

 Completion of a small project 
using the student’s newfound 

ideas and skills.   

 Completion of certain pieces 
of work that will be used as 
part of the student’s final 
GCSE submission 

 The topic of Natural Forms 
will continue including the 
introduction of 3 new artists.  

 In-depth research of primary 
and contextual sources for use 
in student’s portfolios 

 Experimenting with new 
methods, media and materials 
that will strengthen work for 
GCSE submission. 

 A focus on personal response, 
annotation and a solid 

critique of the art pieces 
chosen to appear in student’s 
portfolios 

 
 
 

 The topic of Natural Forms 
will continue, with students 
expanding their use of 
materials and ideas.  

 Photography will take its 
place alongside the use of 
alternative natural materials 
such as fabrics, threads and 
feathers 

 Completion of additional 
pieces of work for inclusion in 
personal portfolios 

 Ensuring student’s sketch 
books are not only a “visual 
dictionary”, but a journey 
through their artistic creativity 

along with notes comments 
and personal references.  

 
 

Biology Students will begin their AQA 
GCSE course proper, and will be 
introduced to a wide range of new 
topics, learning about both animal 
and plant Biology. Students will 
also learn to interpret and analyse 
mathematical data as part of their 
wider subject understanding. 
 

 Health matters 

 Communicable and non-
communicable diseases 

 Studying pathogens 

 Looking at bacterial diseases 

 Looking at fungal diseases 

 Making new drugs 

 Homeostasis 

 Reflex action 

 The eye 

 The brain 

 Diabetes 

 The Kidneys 

 Human reproduction 

 IVF 

 Contraception 

 Auxins and plant hormones 
 

 Genetics 

 Structure of DNA 

 Proteins 

 Mutations 

 Meiosis  

 Asexual and sexual 
reproduction 

 Tracking gene disorders 



Subject 
Principle 2020 / 2021 

Learning Objectives 
Autumn Term Topics  Spring Term Topics  Summer Term Topics  

Business This year students will commence 
their KS4 studies by covering 
AQA GCSE unit 2 (Influences on 
Business) and unit 4 (Human 
Resources). By the end of the year 
they should have a sound grasp of 
the topics and be able to apply the 
principles learned to their own 
independent analysis of different 
business scenarios. 

 
 
 
 
 

 The influences of technology 
on businesses including E-
commerce and digital 
communication.  

 Ethical and environmental 
considerations including 
traffic congestion, recycling, 
disposing of waste and noise 
and air pollution. 

  Sustainability, including 
global warming and using 
scarce resources.  

 The economic climate 
including how fluctuating 
interest rates can affect 
businesses.   

 The effects of levels of 
employment. 

 
. 

 The impact of exchange rates  

 The effects of Globalisation.  

 How UK businesses compete 
internationally  

 Legislative considerations 
including Employment law, 
Health and Safety law and 
Consumer law  

 The impact on businesses of 
operating in competitive 
markets and the uncertainty 
and risks businesses face. 

 The appropriateness of 
different organisational 
structures including 
Centralised and decentralised  

 The need for recruitment 
including methods of 
recruitment and selection of 
employees.  

 Contracts of employment.  

 The importance of and 
methods to, motivate staff. 

 The importance and methods 

of, training.  

Chemistry Students will be introduced to a 
wide and varied range of topics 
from looking at the structure of an 
atom, to studying rates of 
chemical reactions and factors 
that affect the rate.  Students will 
then apply their knowledge to 
topics such as the atmosphere, 
climate change and materials. 

 Chemical changes 

 Reactivity series 

 Extraction of metals 

 Oxidation and reduction in 
terms of electrons 

 Reaction of metals with acids 

 Neutralisation of acids and 
salt production 

 Soluble salts 

 Strong and weak acids 

 Electrolysis 

 Endothermic and exothermic 
reactions 

 Reaction profiles 

 Energy change of reactions 

 Cells and batteries 

 Fuel cells 

 The rate and extent of 
chemical change 

 Collision theory 

 Reversible reactions and 

energy changes 

 Equilibrium 
 
 

 Hydrocarbons 

 Fractional distillation 

 Combustion 

 Cracking of alkenes 

 Alkenes 

 Alcohols 

 Carboxylic acids 

 Addition and condensation 
polymerisation 

 Amino acids 

 DNA 
 
 
 
 



Subject 
Principle 2020 / 2021 

Learning Objectives 
Autumn Term Topics  Spring Term Topics  Summer Term Topics  

English Students begin studying the AQA 
GCSE English language 
specification. 
They will develop reading skills to 
understand writers ideas, how 
writers use language and structure 
and critically how to evaluate 
fiction and non-fiction texts. 
They will plan and write a range 
of fiction and non-fiction pieces 

and will prepare, deliver and be 
assessed on an oral presentation 
in front of an audience 

 Reading a selected range of 
non-fiction texts  

 Developing the key exam 
skills of understanding and 
interpreting information  

 Analysing the effects of 
language and comparing texts 

 Students will write their own 
non-fiction texts to express a 

point of view. 
 
 

 Further development of 
reading skills particularly 
language analysis, through 
the study of key literature 
texts.  

 Structuring and writing essays 
and extended analytical 
pieces.  

 Developing the skills of 
writing to synthesise and 
compare texts. 

  
 

 Reading a variety of fiction 
extracts, evaluating the texts 
and analysing language and 
structure.  

 Students will develop their 
own fiction writing skills 
using pictures and ideas as a 
stimulus for creative writing.  

 Preparation and practice 
delivering a short oral 
presentation in readiness for 
the GCSE spoken English 
endorsement 

 
 
 

English Literature Students begin studying the AQA 
English Literature specification. 
They will study pre and post 20th 
century fiction, poetry and a 
Shakespeare play, analysing 
themes, language and context in 
extracts and whole texts. 

 To read the play “An 

Inspector Calls” by J.B. 
Priestley  

 To analyse stage craft, 
language and dramatic 
devices to explore the theme 
of responsibility. 

 To begin studying the English 

Literature poetry anthology, 

reading and discussing 8 key 

poems.  

 To explore the theme “Power 

and Conflict”, with students 

developing the skills to write 

comparisons of language ideas 

and contextual factors in 

poems. 

 We will also begin the study of 

Shakespeare’s Macbeth for the 

GCSE |English literature exam, 

focusing on theme character 

and context. 

 

 

 

 

 

 To study a nominated 19th 

Century Novel, developing the 

skills of analysing themes and 

language, and exploring the 

social and historical context of 

the novel.  

 To write essays on the language 

taken from extracts and the 

broader themes of the novel as 

a whole 

 



Subject 
Principle 2020 / 2021 

Learning Objectives 
Autumn Term Topics  Spring Term Topics  Summer Term Topics  

French Students will immerse themselves 
in the Edexcel GCSE French 
course. By the end of the year 
they will have completed their 
study of the majority of topics and 
will be starting to practice extracts 
from past exam papers. They will 
also have completed much of the 
preparation for the compulsory 
speaking task in readiness for the 

module taken in year 11.  

 Students will talk about 
themselves and other people. 
Topics will include hobbies, 
arranging to go out, 
describing what they did and 
saw and technology 

 Revision of key tense verbs 

 Adjective agreement 

 Use of perfect and imperfect 
tenses 

 

 The location of a place, 
talking about the advantages 
and disadvantages of where 
you live.  

 To learn to describe special 
occasions and events, going 
on to talk about a town and 
life in a French speaking 
country,  

 To discuss shopping for 
clothes and fashion. 

 

 Students will talk about 
aspects of school life 
including what they wear, the 
school day, school rules and 
pressures.  

 To talk about future plans and 
practice reflexive verbs. 

 To start to work on their 
GCSE speaking task in 
preparation for final exams 
next year.  

 
 
 

History The senior programme is based 
on the Edexcel GCSE History 
specification. Students will gain 
knowledge and understanding of 
key features and characteristics of 
a thematic study, a period study 
and a British Depth study. They 
will explain and analysis 
historical events using second 
order concepts. They will analyse 
and evaluate sources in order to 
make substantiated judgements. 

 A thematic study of the 
history of medicine from 
c1250 to the present, looking 
at change and continuity.  

 The ideas about the causes of 
disease and illness during the 

medieval, Renaissance, and 
modern periods in Britain. 

 The approaches to prevention 
and treatment during the 
medieval, Renaissance and 
modern periods in Britain. 

 Completion of extended 
written responses and 
judgement. 

 A British Depth Study on 
Anglo-Saxon and Norman 
England, c1060-88. 

 The nature of Anglo-Saxon 
society prior to the Norman 
Conquest 

 The conquest of England by 
William I and the manner in 
which he secured the 
kingdom. 

 The political, religious and 
social nature of Norman 
society. 

 Completion of extended 
written responses and 
judgement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 A period study on 
Superpower Relations and the 
Cold War from 1941-91. 

 The origins and early 
development of the Cold War 
from 1941 to 1958. 

 The crises of the Cold War 
concerning Berlin, Cuba and 
Czechoslovakia. 

 The attempts to reduce 
tension and the end of the 
Cold war from 1970 to 1991. 

 Completion of extended 
written responses and 
analytical narrative. 



Subject 
Principle 2020 / 2021 

Learning Objectives 
Autumn Term Topics  Spring Term Topics  Summer Term Topics  

ICT Students will develop and use 
criteria to evaluate the design and 
layout when evaluating a range of 
multi-layered multimedia, web 
sites, pages on learning platforms, 
online resources & presentations. 
They will format and edit work to 
improve clarity and mood, using 
a range of tools e.g. cut and paste, 
justify, insert and replace and 

format text to indicate relative 
importance and develop 
consistency across a document, 
using the same styles of font, 
colour, size for headings, body 
text etc. throughout a document 
or a set of web-pages.  

 Formatting and editing work 
to improve clarity and mood. 

 Using a range of tools e.g. cut 
and paste, justify, insert and 
replace and format text to 
indicate relative importance 
and develop consistency 
across a document. 

 Microsoft Word 

 PowerPoint 

 Excel 
 

 Using Microsoft Office 
effectively 

 Searching and selecting 
relevant information from a 
variety of sources. 

 Effective use of PowerPoint 

 Coding 

 Using a range of software. 

 e-safety. 

 Modelling various scenarios 
using spreadsheet software.  

 Devising sensible and logical 
sets of instructions. 

 Excel 

 PowerPoint 

Mathematics As students commence Key Stage 
4 they will immerse themselves in 
the AQA GCSE syllabus and will 
focus on Six key areas of 
mathematics: 
- Number 

- Algebra 

- Ratio 

- Geometry 

- Probability 

- Statistics 

As we cover these key areas of 

study we will be continually 

applying and measuring against 

the key assessment objectives, 

testing and re-visiting to ensure 

that learning has been embedded 

 Ratio, Proportion rate of 
change 

 Percentages and variation 

 Trigonometry, Right angled 
triangle 

 Linear Sequence 

 Finding the nth term 

 Congruency and similarity 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Simultaneous equations 

 Nonlinear graphs 

 Construction and loci 

 Linear inequalities 

 Transformation 

 

 

 Perimeter and area 

 Angles 

 Volume and surface area of 
prism 

 Powers ad standard form 

 Curved shapes and pyramids 

 Scaled drawing 

 



Subject 
Principle 2020 / 2021 

Learning Objectives 
Autumn Term Topics  Spring Term Topics  Summer Term Topics  

Psychology In Year 10 the students will be 
expected to demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding of 
psychological ideas, processes, 
procedures and theories in 
relation to the GCSE Paper 1 
content. This will involve 
evaluating psychological ideas 
studies and procedures, 
evaluating therapies and 

treatments in terms of their 
appropriateness and effectiveness, 
showing how psychological 
knowledge and ideas change over 
time and, understanding 
individual, social and cultural 
diversity.  They will also develop 
a knowledge and understanding 
of research methods including the 
interpretation of data.  

 This term students will be 
introduced to the subject of 
Psychology.  They will then 
complete Unit 1 from the 
AQA syllabus Memory. This 
includes: 

 A study of memory including 
the processes of memory, the 
structures of memory and the 
theory of reconstructive 

memory. Accuracy of 
memory.  

 A detailed look at research 
methods including the 
formulation of testable 
hypotheses, sampling 
methods, designing research, 
planning and conducting 
research, and data handling.  

 

This term students will study Unit 
2 Perception. This includes: 

   The difference between 
sensation and perception, 
visual illusions, factors 
affecting perception, Gibson’s 
direct theory of perception, 
and Gregory’s constructivist 
theory of perception.  

 The year 10s will then cover 
the unit of Development. This 
will include: 

  basic knowledge of brain 
development,  

 the roles of nature and 
nurture 

 Piaget’s Four Stage and 
Cognitive Development 
theories 

 Dweck’s Mindset Theory of 
learning, and Willingham’s 
learning theory. 

 

 A consolidation of all areas of 
this year’s study in 
preparation for end of year 
exams.  They will then start 
Social Influence, Unit 5 
which will include: 

 Conformity including Asch 

  Obedience 

 Prosocial and bystander 
behaviour 

 Crowd and collective 
behaviour, including 
deindividuation 

 


