
Year 8 Curriculum Forecast, 2021 / 2022 Academic Year 

  

Subject 
Principle 2021 / 2022 

Learning Objectives 
Autumn Term Topics  Spring Term Topics  Summer Term Topics  

Art & Design This year the students will be 
looking at many diverse works of 

Art which will include a 
collection of 21st century painters 
and sculptors that forever 
changed the shape and opinion of 

art form. Students will learn to 
observe and analyse what is 
around them and then use their 

observations to produce 
expressive and individual 
practical pieces of artwork in the 
style of various influential artists. 

They will also learn to experiment 
with different mediums, and to 
start developing individual styles 
based on their own interests 

 

• THE EXPRESSIONISTS 
Form, colour and texture in 
drawing, collage, and 
painting. 

• A study of the three artists 

• Expressionist; Wassily 
Kandinsky, Paul Klee, and 
Gabrielle Munter. These 

artists brought their own style 
of shape and colour to the 
world in their recognizable 
and amazing work. 

• Using both acrylics and water 
colours to experiment with 

the techniques of these 
extraordinary artists. 

 

 

• BOLD AND SILENT 

• The work of Georgia 
O’Keeffe and Edward 
Hopper. 

•  our main artists of choice for 
this term. Both influential in 
every way, yet quite different 
in their tones, shades, and 

subject matter. 

• The importance in art of 
observation, discussion, and 
questioning.  

• Practical work in sketch 
books using different visual 
source materials. 

• Painting a piece inspired by 
one of the two artists. 

• ALL ABOUT PORTRAITS 

• How to draw a basic face. 

• Contemporary and cartoon. 

• Create experimentation with 
technique, mediums, and 
style, incorporating 

contemporary photography 
and paper collage into one. 

• Cartoons including Anime 

• Learning how to and use fine 
liners to draw a complete 

portrait. 

Biology Students will learn about food 
and the digestive system. They 

will learn about ecosystem 
processes and understand the 
concept of aerobic and anaerobic 

respiration. They will also study 
genes, evolution, and inheritance  

• A study of Organisms – Food 

and Digestion, relating to 
diet and digestion in humans. 

• A study of Organisms -

Breathing and Gaseous 

Exchange, relating to disease 
and lifestyle in humans 

• The study of ecosystem 

processes, learning to   

differentiate between aerobic 

and anaerobic respiration in 
plants and animals and 

identifying the main 
organs/organelles involved. 

• The application of student’s 
knowledge to practical 
activities to assist their further 
understanding of the 

processes. 
  

• Studying natural selection 

and the theory of evolution, 
explaining how species 
change over time.  

• How to maintain the 

population and what is inside 

the nucleus.  

• Understanding the structure 

of DNA and how 

chromosomes from each 
parent are passed on during 
reproduction  



Subject 
Principle 2021 / 2022 

Learning Objectives 
Autumn Term Topics  Spring Term Topics  Summer Term Topics  

Business This year students will run a 
business enterprise, developing 
business knowledge and skills in a 

practical way. They will develop 
skills such as teamwork, problem 
solving and communication, and 
will cover business concepts such 

as planning, budgeting and 
customer service. 

• The life skills required to 
undertake a business 
enterprise, including 
teamwork, verbal / non-
verbal communication and 

decision making.  

• An introduction to other basic 
concepts of business, 
including where business 
ideas come from and market 
research.  

• An investigation of Finance, 
particularly costs, revenues, 

profits and basic accounts.  

• The continued working on 
students business enterprises, 
putting theory into practice 

• Developing ideas and plans 
for the future.  

• A look at the importance of 
current affairs and general 
knowledge in business 

• A consolidation of student’s 
learning to date gained from 
working on their mini 
enterprises, including 
teamwork, communication 

and presentation.  

• A focus on developing an 
understanding of personal and 
business finance  

• Starting to explore concepts in 
the Business GCSE course 
including, business ideas and 
their origins, planning and 

basic business accounting.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

Chemistry Students will learn about matter, 
atoms, elements and the periodic 

table. They will study different 
types of reaction and the laws of 
conservation of energy.  
Students will go on to study the 

structure of the earth, the causes 
of atmospheric change over time, 
and how to extract metals from 
their ores 

• The study of Matter – Atoms 

and Elements including the 
Periodic Table and it’s wider 
patterns, and the properties of 
metals & non-metals 

• Matter – Compounds and 

Mixtures, including 
Polymers, Ceramics and 

Composites 
 

• The study of Reaction energy 

and catalysts, learning about 

exothermic and endothermic 
reactions and how by various 
reactions, different 

compounds are formed and 

combustion and thermal 

decomposition occurs.  

• A study of the the law of 

conservation of energy 
 
 

 

• The Structure of earth and 

how carbon is reused in a 
variety of ways 

• How the atmosphere of the 

earth has changed over time.  

• How to use and reuse the 
earth’s resources including a 

look at ores and how to 

extract elements from them 



Subject 
Principle 2021 / 2022 

Learning Objectives 
Autumn Term Topics  Spring Term Topics  Summer Term Topics  

Cookery The aim of the cookery course is 
to equip students with the 
essential skills to produce a range 

of tasty, healthy and nutritional 
dishes. They will learn about 
safety in the kitchen including the 
proper use of tools and 

equipment, food handling and 
hygiene, nutrition, and how to 
follow a recipe. They will be 
encouraged to experiment with 

their own ideas and to try a wide 
range of different foods and 
flavours. By the end of the course 

they should have developed 
confidence in the kitchen and 
have acquired key skills that are 
both useful as they become more 

independent, and that provide a 
foundation on which to build 
future interests. 

• Learn about safety in the 
kitchen and how Covid has 
made it even more important 

• Why vitamins are crucial to 
our immunity 

• Learn about the importance 
of protein 

• Why homemade is always 
better than shop bought 

 

• The importance of fibre and 
how to increase it 

• Healthy pancakes and their 

story in the world 
• Additives and their effect on 

moods 

 

• Why variety is important 
• Easy five a day 
• Why hydration is important 

and how to optimise it 
through food 

 

Design Technology Students will learn to observe 
different seasonal colour and 
incorporate it into their work this 

year. They will increase their 
knowledge of working with wood 
and other materials, designing, 
and planning each project, 

researching the internet for further 
improvements, and producing a 
template of their prototype. The 

procedure of design will be 
reinforced, with measuring being 
a big part of it. They will be 
expected to achieve a professional 

look to their projects, assessing 
and modifying them as necessary 
to produce quality pieces of work. 

SNOW MAN DISPLAY 
Plan ahead! 
This will be done with a sketch 

All Measurements, template 
Each step written down. The 
wood sanded, painted etc. 
This project will enable students 

to make note of each step and be 
able to evaluate the project as it 
progresses. 

• JUNK BOTS: A look at the 
uses for scrap wood and its 
amazing potential will be our 
main theme for this term.  

• The importance of recycling - 
observing, discussing, and 
questioning how it helps our 

planet.  

• The importance of keeping 
notes as part of the project 
planning process. 

• Completion of the students 
Junk Bot projects using as 
many scrap materials as they 
can find.  

• LEAPING HARE 
WEATHERVANE 

• This project is hands on and 
must be prepared and planned 
before the actual work begins. 
The students will look at 
traditional and contemporary 

examples of leaping animals 
on weathervanes and learn 
about their purpose. 

• Sketches and drawings of the 
plans should be varied and as 
many as possible. 

•  Colour selections. 

• Materials used 

• All recorded with 
instructions. 



Subject 
Principle 2021 / 2022 

Learning Objectives 
Autumn Term Topics  Spring Term Topics  Summer Term Topics  

English Reading: students will explore 
character and develop inference 
skills and begin to analyse the 
effects of language 

Writing: they will develop essay 
writing skills and write in a range 
of fiction and non fiction styles 

including speeches, stories and 
poetry 
Speaking and Listening: students 
will present speeches to an 

audience and develop discussion 
and debating skills as well as role 
play and drama 

Students will focus on characters 
and contexts this year. They will 
read the Novel “Of Mice and 
Men” by John Steinbeck learning 

to understand the characters and 
themes in the social and historical 
context of the novel. They will 

also compete a writing non fiction 
unit, developing their writing 
skills at expressing a persuasive 
speech on a topical issue in 

today’s social context. 
 

Students will study Shakespeare’s 
play “Romeo and Juliet”. We will 
develop an understanding of plot 
and character. We will learn how 

Shakespeare uses language to 
develop characters by analysing 
an extract and looking at key 

scenes across the play. We will 
also develop our writing skills by 
completing a piece of writing to 
argue a point of view based on the 

play. We will develop speaking 
and listening and drama skills by 
presenting parts of the play. 
Students will also read a range of 

Gothic fiction from 19th and 20th 
century learning about the 
conventions of the genre, 

analysing language and writing 
their own gothic fiction. 
 

This term, we will study a range of 
poetry from other cultures and 
traditions, we will complete an 
author study of the Caribbean poet 
John Agard. Students will research 
and write poetry to represent their 
own culture and identity and will 

complete an extended project to 
create a poetry anthology 
representing their cultural identity. 
 
We will also study a novel to 
complete the year focusing on 
characterization and narrative style. 

Students will develop skills at 
writing in role empathizing with 
characters in the text. 
 
 

French Students will start to build on the 
foundations of Year 7 by 
exploring a number of new topics. 

By the end of the year they will be 
expected to be speaking with 
greater confidence and with 
improved grammatical skill, 

including using the verbs preferer, 
acheter, use of negative ne…pas 
de and the use of partir, finir 
 

 
 

• Identifying French shops and 
what they sell 

• Shopping for food items 

• Asking How much? 

• Types of transport 

• Talking about other European 
countries 

• Reading and writing holiday 
postcards 
 

• Buying presents and souvenirs 

• Ordering drinks, snacks and 
ice cream.  

• Describing food and recent 
meals.  

• Talking about travel plans 

• Tickets, air travel, rail travel 
and journeys in general.   

 

• Describing the body  

• Clothes 

• Illnesses 

• Food 

• Extension learning about time 
and negative sentences 

• Review of Verbs  



Subject 
Principle 2021 / 2022 

Learning Objectives 
Autumn Term Topics  Spring Term Topics  Summer Term Topics  

Geography Students will develop contextual 
knowledge of the location of 
globally significant places – both 

terrestrial and marine – including 
their defining physical and human 
characteristics and how these 
provide a geographical context for 

understanding the actions of 
processes. They will understand 
the processes that give rise to key 
physical and human geographical 

features of the world, how these 
are interdependent and how they 
bring about spatial variation and 

change over time. Students will 
interpret a range of sources of 
geographical information, 
including maps, diagrams, globes, 

aerial photos and Geographical 
Information Systems (GIS) and 
will communicate geographical 
information in a variety of ways, 

including through maps, 
numerical and quantitative skills 
and writing. 

 
 
 

Weather and Climate: 

• Understanding difference 
between weather and climate 

• Studying Britain’s weather 
and climate 

• Understanding Microclimates 

• Exploring the UK’s extreme 
weather events 

• Global warming 

Weathering, Rivers and Coasts:  

• Studying the causes of erosion 

and weathering and how 

features of river basins are 

formed, including features 

such as waterfalls.  

• Studying coasts, how and 

why they look like they do 

and what opportunities and 

challenges both rivers and 

coasts can present to humans.  

Natural Disasters: 

• Understanding the constantly 
changing planet, the 
mechanics of plate tectonics, 
the features that are produced 
and the challenges for man 

regarding natural hazards and 
their prediction and 
management.  

• Considering in depth the 
processes and effects of 

natural hazards, specifically 
volcanoes, tsunamis and 
earthquakes. 

 

 



Subject 
Principle 2021 / 2022 

Learning Objectives 
Autumn Term Topics  Spring Term Topics  Summer Term Topics  

History The year 8 programme allows 
pupils to develop knowledge and 
understanding of Britain and the 

rest of the world during the early 
modern ages.  They will do this 
by identifying significant events, 
making connections, drawing 

contrasts, and analysing trends 
within periods and over long arcs 
of time. They will develop 
understanding of historical terms 

and concepts. They will develop 
skills to make judgements in 
extended responses, write 

analytical narratives, and how to 
carry our historic enquiries. They 
will develop source analysis skills 
and interpretation evaluation. 

 

• The role of the 
transatlantic slave trade 
on the Americas and 
conditions of slavery. 

• The struggle for Civil 
Rights in the USA 

• Evaluate the contribution 
of Martin Luther King 
and Malcom X for Civil 

Rights. 

• An examination of the 
causes, key events and 
consequences of the 
English Civil War. 

• The reasons for and 
domestic impact of the 
emergence of the British 

Empire 

• The completion of a 
judgement on the role and 
nature of Oliver 
Cromwell. 

• The impact of the British 
Empire on the indigenous 
peoples. 

• An examination of the 
impact of the Industrial 
Revolution in Britain in 
the 19th century. 

• Completion of historical 
judgement using the 

Titanic as basis. 

ICT Students will develop, use and 

evaluate design and layout when 
using a range of multi-layered 
multimedia, web sites, pages on 
learning platforms, online 

resources & presentations. They 
will format and edit work to 
improve clarity and mood, using 
a range of tools e.g. cut and paste, 

justify, insert and replace and 
format text to indicate relative 
importance. They will also 

develop consistency across a 
document, using the same styles 
of font, colour, size for headings, 
body text etc.  

• e-safety. 

• Formatting and editing work 
to improve clarity and mood. 

• Using a range of tools e.g. cut 
and paste, justify, insert and 
replace and format text to 
indicate relative importance 

and develop consistency 
across a document. 

• Coding 

• Using Microsoft Office 
effectively 

• Searching and selecting 
relevant information from a 
variety of sources. 

• Effective use of PowerPoint 

• Coding 

• Using a range of software. 

• e-safety. 

• Modelling various scenarios 
using spreadsheet software.  

• Devising sensible and logical 
sets of instructions. 

• Coding 
 



Subject 
Principle 2021 / 2022 

Learning Objectives 
Autumn Term Topics  Spring Term Topics  Summer Term Topics  

Mathematics Throughout Key Stage 3 

students’ study the following key 
areas of mathematics:– 
- Numbers 

- Fractions, decimals, and 
percentages 

- Area and perimeter of 2-D 
shapes 

- Volume and surface area of a 
cube and cuboid 

- Statistics: tally table, bar 
charts  

- Averages: mean , mode , 
median and range  

- Algebra: solving equations  
- Angles 

 

Fractions and decimals 

Percentages: 

• Adding and subtracting 
fractions 

• Multiplying and dividing 
fractions and integers 

• Multiplication with large and 
small numbers 

• Converting decimals into 
percentage 

• Finding percentage increase 
and decrease 

Proportion: 

• To understand what is meant 
by direct proportion 

• To find missing values in 
problems involving 

proportion 

• Solving worded problems 
involving direct proportion  

 

Creating and understanding 

Graphs - 

• Graphs from linear 
equations 

• The gradient of a line 

• Graphs from quadratic 
equations 

Working with Numbers - 

• The power of 10 

• Significant figures 

• Standard form with large 
numbers 

• Multiplying with 
numbers in standard form 

Interpreting data - 

• Interpreting graphs and 
diagrams 

• Relative sized pie charts 
 

Circles: (calculator) 

 

• To calculate the 
circumference and area of a 
circle using the correct 
formulae  

 

Equations and formulae:  
 

• To solve equations involving 
brackets 

• To solve equations where the 
answers are fractions or 

negative numbers 

• To solve equations with a 
variable on both sides 

Revision: 
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Principle 2021 / 2022 

Learning Objectives 
Autumn Term Topics  Spring Term Topics  Summer Term Topics  

Music Students will learn to appraise a 
piece of music critically with 
specific reference to the key 

elements of music. They will be 
able to discuss their musical 
preferences with the class using 
this framework. 

Students will recognise and 
participate in 4 beat rhythm 
patterns and will compose their 

own responses to a given rhythm. 
Students will learn a basic 
repertoire of songs (allowing for 
Covid19 restrictions) 

 

• Pitch and Melody 

• Dynamics 

• Pulse and Rhythm 
 

• 4/4 bar compositions, 
incorporating rests 

 

• The Planets  
 

• Christmas Rep 
 

• Year of wonder-own choice 
rep for class discussion 

• Instruments of the orchestra 
 

• Genres of Music/ Old Town 
Road  

 

• Consolidation of elements of 
music, plus 

• Texture 

• Character 
 
 

• Year of wonder  

• End of year performance 

PE The objectives of the P.E 
curriculum are to help and 
encourage students to lead a 

healthy lifestyle, to develop their 
sense of fair play, give them the 
skills to work as part of a team 
and to give them experience of a 

competitive environment. They 
will be encouraged to try a wide 
range of different sports and 

sporting activities involving 
different disciplines, including 
Basketball, Football, Invasion 
Games, Boxing, Field and Net 

Games. These will be used as a 
basis to teach the various 
sporting disciplines and 
techniques required for effective 

participation. 

• An introduction to tactics 
and strategies for different 
sports. 

• Understanding ethics and fair 
play 

• Effective individual and peer 
assessment 

• Efficient throwing, catching, 
running and jumping 
techniques. 

• An introduction to the 
competitive environment 

• Dribbling, positioning and 
shot techniques 

• Effective teamwork 
 
 

 
 
 
 

• An understanding of the 
strategies required to achieve 
team and individual goals 
and when to implement them 

• Technical field game 
knowledge including, 
topspin, sidespin, ball 

manipulation, trajectory & 
positioning 

• Shot and racquet techniques 
in net games 

• Linking sequences using 
hand and feet transitions in 
different sports 

• Boxing combinations 
 

 

• Passing and shooting skills in 
field and net games 

• Different types of defensive 
techniques  

• Understanding and applying 
different techniques for ball 
control 

• Preparation for Competitive 
team play 

• Competition Rules and 
Etiquette 

• Practicing and improving 
dexterity 

 



 

Subject 
Principle 2021 / 2022 

Learning Objectives 
Autumn Term Topics  Spring Term Topics  Summer Term Topics  

Physics By the end of the academic year 
students should understand: 
- The concept of Forces, air 

resistance and pressure 
- The basic concept of 

electricity and the magnetic 
interaction between various 

objects 
- The concept of energy 

 
They will also have explored 

different waves and their 
properties. 

• Forces – Contact Forces and 

Pressure: The effects of 

forces, friction and drag, 
pressure, floating and sinking, 
and forces in equilibrium 

• Electromagnets – Magnets 

and Magnetism: Magnetic 
fields, magnetic attraction and 

repulsion, electromagnets and 
their uses. 

 

• Light, electricity, and 

magnetism: The basic tenets 

of magnetism and how to 
describe magnetic interactions 
between various substances.  

• Constructing simple 

electromagnets 

• Practical laboratory 
experiments to manipulate 
and use magnets to achieve 

tangible outcomes. 
 

• Energy and the transfer of 
energy. 

• Applying energy related 
equations  

• The use of machines to make 
work easier 

• The concept of thermal 
energy and its transfer 

• The properties of waves 
 

PSHE PSHE helps students to explore 
the main political and social 
institutions that affect their lives 
and about their responsibilities, 

rights and duties as individuals 
and members of society. Students 
will gain the knowledge, skills 

and understanding they need to 
lead confident, healthy, 
independent lives and to become 
informed, active, responsible 

citizens. They are encouraged to 
recognise their own worth, how 
to work effectively with others 
and to become increasingly 

responsible for their own learning. 
Students are encouraged to reflect 
on their experiences and 

understand how they are 
developing personally and 
socially, tackling many of the 
spiritual, moral, social and 

cultural issues that are part of 
growing up. 

• Covid-19  

• Physical and mental health 

• Anger management 

• Alcohol, cigarettes and drugs 

• British Values 

• Physical and mental health 

• Emotions 

• Dealing with stress 

• Diversity 

• Relationships 

• British Values 

• Managing money 

• Responsibilities 

• Physical and mental health 

• British Values 


